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l. Executive Summary

In this reportwe, the Collegiate Student Advisory Task Force membatalognumerous barriers
impactingyouth andstudent voters at state, local, universibdindividual levels For each barrier, we
recommend solution§uggested dst practices and recommendationsiackided at the end of the
report.

In our deliberations, thiask forcadentified educational barriers ase of thanost important to
overcomeEveryone interestkin engaging young people in our democracy should consider their
potential role in educating students about libthmechanics of votingndthe importance of their vote
and voice in every election. Key areasifaprovement iryouth voter education inafie informing
students about their rights, registration and voting options, and where to find additional resources

While peerto-peer edcationis the most effective method of voter education and motivagiomng
peopleneed substantial suppdrom electon administrators, educators and educational institutmns
disseminat@ccurate and consisténformation onvoting and its importancé-urthermore, these

influential stakeholderare encouraged take additional steps to provide voting access on campuses, like
offering conveniently locatedatellite clerk offices and polling locations.

Beyond the essential, overarching importancgoofthvoter education, the most critical
recommendationsf the sk forcein rank order, are listed as follows:

1. On-campus resourcesReaching studentshere theyare through the establishment of+
campus resourcesd voting accesss paramount to increasing studemd youthvoter
turnout. Onrcampus resourcesayincludesatellite clerk officeson-campus polling locations,
and increased use wfobile Secretary ofState brancloffices

2. Online absenteevoter ballot application: Currently in Michiganthere is no
onlineinterface allowing voters teequest an absentee voter badligictronically The
convenience and flexibilitpf an online applicatiowith electronic submission directly to the
vot er 0s wowddaailitateadreater kumber gfoungvotersapplyingto voteby mail

3. Plain language ballot summariesConfusing ballot language and election jargon can cause
intimidation, misinformation and confusion fgoungvoters.Easily understootballot
summary languaganddefinitionswill ensure studer@ndyoung voters fully comprehend the
issueson the ballot.

4. Innovations for easier return of absentee voter balloBre-paid return postage and-on
campusballot dropbox locationsvould alleviatebarriersstudents face in paying fand
locating stampsr arranging fotransportatiorteading up to and oBlection Day.

5. Requiring permanent absentee voter Igovision Clerksdofficesshould be requiretb keep
and maintain a permanent absentee vappticationlist allowing students to receive an
absentee uer ballotapplication sent to them prior to eaallection, increasing the ease and
convenience of voting.



. Introduction

In SeptembeR019,Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson formed a@ifsts-kind nonpartisan
Collegiate Student Advisoryask Forcedo improveyouthvoter engagementhrough a selection process
involving local election administrators and Department of State staffyerechoserto serve as liaisons
between our campuses and the Department of Sisterically, students in Michigafaced significant
barriers to voting and participated in elections at lower ratesotii@nage groupsThe task force was
establislkedto combat this historic participation gap.

Members of théask forcenclude 2 students from 2colleges, community collegeand universities
throughout Michigamith hometowns across the stafée each come to the work of voter engagement
from differert backgrounds, campuses, personal experiences and political Mkeéslvise the
Department of Staten the unique challenges encountereadimpeersyoters age 124, andhave
preparedecommendations that encompass administrative, programmatic and legislative changes or
initiatives to encourage young people to vote.

Task forcemembersnetthree timesn person and several timeis conference calbetween September
and NovembeR019, with ourfinal recommendations submittéal Secretary Bensdn DecembeR019.

In 2020,wewi | | continue to work with the Secretary of
ourrespective campuses. In this capacitg will serve aseducators, @anizers antrusted sources of
informationforourpeer s, and the Secretary ofuswdhtupdatedd s Of f i c

voting information and tools.

Enclosed you will find our recommendations and solutions to the barriers identifieddiscussions
and our experiences campuses arid communities throughout the state.

1.  Barriers and Solutions

A. VOTER REGISTRATION

With the adoption of Proposal 48just over a year ago, Michigan voters now have the right to
register to vote up to and incling Election Day As of November 2019, Michigan voters can also
now register to vote online.

To register irthe 14 days immediately before and &tection Day Michigan voters must provide
addresvy er i fi cation documents, | i ke a addrcirrener 6s | i ce
addres®n it, toverify theirresidency This address verification requiremémthe 614 day window

may pose a barrier to young people broadly and collegergtusigecifically Students may have
multiple addresses including a temporary school address and a permanent homeTduteesay

be confusion surrounding which addresstf{oolor home) should be used when registering, and what
documents are acceptabteprovideaddreswerification. While at school, sidentsoftenchange
addresses frequentlgndmay encounter difficultyobtainingaddreswerification documents. Further
issues may stem from students who five-€ & mpin &résidence where they aréisted on the
leaseand do chave bills in their name. This type of living arrangement is common among students
andcan create barriers

Recommended Solutions

9 State Administrative and Legislative Efforts

Studentaccommodations foaddressverification documens: Thetask forceeecommends
thatthe 0-14 day windowresidency requirement allow maximdtexibility and



accommodatiomf young voters. Online sigm portals at colleges and universitaten
containprofile page whereastudend school address is listedn electronic versiomf such

a profile, or any other official university document displayegngfude t 6 s  ¢ksbmtesl s s
on a smart devickke a phone or tableghouldserve agn acceptable form of documentation
for address verificationVe recommenthe Department of Statend Michigan Bureau of
Elections set standards and guidelines for acceppaipler and electronocumentation for
students specificallgndcommunicate those standards to both clerks and schoolsaatitke
that derks should be trained on acceptablerferof electronic documentation for students.

Studentspecific clerk training: Thetask forcececommends that tHeepartment of State

provide local clerks with training and standards on which documents are acceptable for college
students to provide for address verification and identificatiderks and universities alike

should make the list of acceptable forms of identification eas#éylable for students (i.e. on

school websites, posted in locations around campug)Department of Statehouldprovide

support tandividual clerksand higher education institutioasound the state to troubleshoot
campusspecific address verificatiogolutions

Mobile Secretary of Stateranch. The Secr et ary of Stateds OfTfi ce
branch offices to college and university campu$bese mobile branesoffer the full range

of services available at a standard offi8aidentan register to votandchange their

addressamong other Secretary of State driver and vehicle services. In addition to the

deployment of the mobile brandiffice, the Secretargf State should send Bureau of

Elections staff in support of the unit to distribute absentee voter applications and voter

outreach guidancé&he office should also increase the number of mobile officéstheir

frequencyof use.

Out-of-state online voterregistration Many students iMichigan possess owff-state
licenses. Currently, these students are not able to register to vote dhérgureau of
Elections should consider solutions that would allow individuals withMimhigan licenses
to register onlineFor example, perhaps those who do not hold a Michigan license could
upload separateddress verificatioand signatureocumentatinto their online voter
registration submission

Clerk office additional hours: The task force recommends that legislation and funding be
allocated to allow cleik sffices to increase office hours in the weekday evenings and on
weekends, in advance ofadeElection Day. Increasing the hours for clerk offices will allow
students seeking to register to vote greater access to resources, specifically duritdy dag O
window, which requires irperson registration.

University Efforts

Encourageearly (online) registration In November201§ the MichiganLegislature passed a
law allowing onlinevoter registratiohand the Department of State launched an online voter
registration portal in November 201%MW&ges and universitiecross Michigashould be
heavily promotingthe use of online voter registration months betfiextion Day. Students
who register to voterior to the 014 day window before electiemvill not be requiredo

provide additional residency verification documentation.

Providevoter registrationapplications While colleges and universities should predomilya

refer students to online voter registration, physical forms should also be supplied for students
without Michigan photo ID. Ideally, schools should incorporate voter registration into
orientation, as this is one of the proven methods to increaseregistration and participation

on campuses



Provideresidencyverification documens. As mentioned in the state administrative efforts
section above,atleges and universitieshouldprovideresidencydocumentatiorfior

registration and voting purposes to bothoampus and of€tampus studentdMany

universities and colleges already facilitate online portals specific to each student user. Schools
should ensure that online student praflist student schoadr homeaddresssso students

may use thisnformationasaddreswerification. A print-
off of a university document displayirgs t ud e n t

addressnayalso be providéto students for this CASE STUDY
purposeUniversitiesshouldprovide links to these UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Providephotoidentification: Temporary student photo _ temporary photo

. e . . identification comes from
identificaton whi ch | i st s maybes t u The University of lowa in '
issued by schools as a formaufdress verificatiofor lowa City, lowa. During the

voter registration during the D4 day window prior to an 2018 mid-term elections,
the university issued

temporary student photo

election. Additionally, viile photo identification is not
required at the polls oBlection Dayin order to vote, identification to students for
without a photo ID to show at the polls, students must the sole purpose of voting?.
sign an affidavit sweargnthey are not in possession of § v-r——'
photo ID.ProvidingtemporaryiDs for use as photo LS.
identificationmay avoid potential confusion surrounding

the signing of an affidavigddress verification and proof 3, o
of identitywhenvoting or registering iperson on
Election Day

B. ABSENTEE VOTING

Absentee voting in Michigan dramatically changed with the
passage of Proposal-B8 Now, Michigan is ano-reason
absente®oting state, which meansgtersmay request an absenteser (AV) ballot without
justification ConsequentlyMi ¢ h i fgnastvétesinpe r s o n 0 r Ewhich posedmadarrier
for students who wantetbte absentee in their first electibms no longer enforceable.

Because studentdten encounter difficulties getting to pollingchtions orklection Day many
voting barriers students faa®uld be resolved through absenteter ballots However there are still
barriers toobtainingand submittingan AV ballot, includingthe cost of return postaggétudents need
access to information on absenteging procedure, deadlinesdeasyAV ballotreturnoptions.

Recommended Solutions
i State Administrative and Legislative Efforts

Online absenteevoter ballot application: Voters should be able to request an AV ballot
online.Currently, those wishing to receive an absentee ballot must stii@méquest in

writingt o t heir | ocal orli@mal favs or enfaif. Creating aniominep er s o n
request submission for an agee ballot would increase accéssstudents.

Online redirectto absenteesoting: Once aronline AV ballot request form is created, the

online voter registration page should automaticalglirect to the ballot request forrf.an

online ballot request form is not created, the online voter registratiorspagklredirectto

the Department oStatewebpage o\bsentee Votingwhich allows visitors to download a

copy of the absent voter ballot application. This automatic redirect could increase the use of
7



https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8716_8728-21037--,00.html

absentee ballot voting, creating a more convenient voting experience for stageyisung
people

Permanentabsenteevoter list: All clerks should be required to maintain a permanent absentee
ballot application listRequiring all clerks to keep and m&iim a permanent absentaadlot
application ist would increase the ease with whadhvoters, including studentare able to

vote. Many states already require the keeping of a permanent absentee ballot list, including
Kansas, Connecticut and Tenneésee

Pre-paid postage The cost and inconvenience of return postagéfbiballots can create
significant barriers totadents and young people more brgatl/e recommend appropriating
funding to provide prepaid postage on AV ballot return envelopes to mitigate this barrier.

Absenteevoter educationmaterials: AV ballots should include plain language instructions on
how o fill out an AV ballot and returrt correctly.

Absenteevoter ballot counting deadlineextension Thetask forcerecommends thatll AV

ballots received are counted, so long as (a) the ballot is received within 14 days of an election
and (b) the ballot is postmarked or before Election Dayllowing clerks to count late

arriving AV ballots will helpstudents ensure their votes aceintal even if not receivelly 8

p.m.on ElectionDay.

Early tabulation of absentee voter balloth:is likely that the state of Michigan will have a

higher rate of absentee voting in the 2020 Election, based on recent changes in absentee voter
requirements that reduced barriers to absentee voting, as well as the recommendation of the
task force for increased student absentee vot
processing a higher volume of AV ballots, we recommend that clerks aretttoel

committees be permitted to start tabulating AV ballots prior to Election Day.

Notice ofabsenteesoter ballot receipt Currently, absentee voters in Michigan nvisit
Michigan.gov/voteo check the statuof their absentee balldthe state should go one step
further andncorporate amutomatedeatureto notify absente&oters via textor email about
their AV ballot statusMany student voters are concerned that tAgirballots may not be
counted. Byproviding notice of receipstudentsandyoung people may be more encouraged
and feel more secure, about voting absentee.

Absenteevoter ballot and application modification: We recommend the following updates
and changes to AV ballots and AV ballot application forms.

0 Additional addresdine for AV ballot application: All AV ballotapplicationsshould

include a third fAaddresso |ine to accommoda
allows for theinsertion of arinstitution mail center address for students witlcampus
addresses.

o Include multiple elections on AV ballot application: To increase thease with which
studentgnayrequest absentee woballots, AV ballot applications should include
multiple elections in a given calendar yeapplicantsmayfill in a bubbleto requesAvV
ballots for eacltorrespondinglection date

o Permanentlist for AV ballot application: The check boxo join the permanent absentee
ballot applicatioriist is currentlyburiedon the right side o$ection 3of the Michigan
Absent Voter Ballot ApplicationThe form should be amended to feature the request
more prominenthat the top of the application


http://www.michigan.gov/vote

9 Clerk6 ©ffice Efforts

Abseneevoting ballot drop boxes The cost of postagécating stampand arranging
transportatiorcan create barriers for students who must mail in fi¢iballots To combat
these issueschools and local clerlshoulddesignate secure absentee ballot drop boxes in
central location(s) on campus&sop box locations andeadlines should be publicized by
universites and collegesRecognizinghe logistical concerns of placing drop boxes on
campuse$ such asecurity concerns, ultimate cost of postage, tiniidgop boxes could also
be placed at coampus satellite clersffices.

Forwarding of absentvoter ballots: All AV ballotsinadvertentlymailed to the incorrect clerk
office shouldbe forwarded to theorrect clerk office. lfadditional funding is requirefr this
purposewe recommend the Legislatumppropriatéundsfor AV ballot forwarding.

1 University Efforts

Promoteabsentvoter ballots. Because noeason absentee voting is a new rightlichigan,
universities and colleges should heavily promotehallots Whether students vote in their
campus community or vote using their home addres8Vahallot allows students to vote
with significantly less travel and time constrairigidentswho have dficulties arranging
transporto polling locations ortlectionDay may findabsentee votingioreconvenient
Additionally, increased use of absentee voting may reduce lines at polling locations on
Election Day.

C. VOTING LOGISTICS AND TRANSPORTATION

Students on college campuses reagountebarriers accessing transpationto clerk officesor
polling locatiors. Convenience of registraticand votingis often an issue for studen®hile the
solutions to barriers listed in previous secti(aissente@oting, orline voter registratioretc) will
likely alleviate some of these barriemsany students will remain inconveniencedroneed of
transportation on or befoieection Day Students should have convenient acceg®ling locations
and clerk offices, and a schedule that accommodates voting.

Recommended Solutions

9 State Administrative Efforts

Poll worker recruiting: Thetask forceecommendsieSecr et ary o,in St ateds O
partnership with local clerksake action to improve poll worker recruitmespecifically

recruitment targeted at collegad universitystudents for polling locations on college

campusedDirect advertisements catered to specific campuses shoualédtedand

circulated.

Public bustransport Localt r ansit services (with encouragem
Office and MDOT)shouldprovide free public transportatid¢o students tandfrom polling
locationsandclerk officeson Election Day

Votecenterstudy: Vote centers, already utilized in states lk@loradd, are polling places

that allow voters to cast a ballot on Election Day, regardless of their residential address and
assigned precinct. Recognizing the uniquely d
system, we recommeradithorizinga study to examingne feasibility of allowing

municipalities/counties to establish vote centers.

LGBTQ+ voter ID: The Michigan Bureau of Elections should provide training for clerks and
poll workers on how to handle situations where photo identification does not corrés@ond

9



voter 6s gend eandpoldverketshouldbe traihédem How to handle this
situation with consideration and resolve correctly.

Clerkbés Office Efforts

Satellitecl e r okfidesFor many campusesampussatellite clerkofficesshould be
prioritizedin the days leading up lection Day (specifically the-04 day window)
Universities should work to suppdlte local election official ithis effort.Placing asatellite
office on campusvould reducdransportation concestior sudents on Election Dagr the
daysimmediatelyprior, when studentswiill needregister to vote iperson at clerk offices.

On-campuspolling locations For many campuses, local clerks should work with universities
to createon-campus polling locationd his wouldcreat convenient accegs voting for

students orlection Day Thisrecommendedpproach would eliminate transport concerns for
manystudentvoters and ease confusion about polling locations for-firee voters

On-campus pollsnay alsdbe open to neighboring nestudent residents as well as studeints.
that case, m-campus parking lotshouldbe reserved fononcampusvoterslike neighboring
residentsand oftcampus students. Student volunteaes/be utilized to assish directing
traffic.

Satelliteclerk office or polling place studentworkers An anticipatedssue with satellite
officesor oncampus pding location(symay betheincreased strain on clerks provide
sufficientstaff. A suggeste@pproach talleviate this burden is t@llow student workers
interns fellows or volunteergo receive trainingrom clerksto assist in the running chatellite
offices This would increase processing powatsatelliteofficeswhile creating orcampus
student experts in vioig procedure.

University Efforts

Universitytransport Many universities havéuslines that provide transportation tandfrom
campus for offtampus or neatampus studentédding a stogo these routeat local clerk
offices and polling locations dalection Daywould provide students easier access to voting
and registration serviceStudents should be made aware of added stopmmpus busoutes,
and the route changes should be highly publicized by the univarkigyservice should be
free.

Ridesharetransport Ride-share companies like L§fand Ubef have offered free or

discounted transport to polling locations on Election.Dayiversities and colleges should
advertise these services to students. Furthermore, colleges and universities should coordinate
with local taxiservices to offer similarly di®unted transportation to students.

Campusscheduling Exams and large assignments scheduled during the week of an election
may be a voting deterrent for studemsscouraging these scheduling conflietdl ensure that
students have ample time to visietpollsand/or register to voidf possible, the academic
calendar should be modified not told classes otelection Day or faculty should be

instructedto make attendance optional

For an example of a successful campus resolution supporting the establishment of this policy,
seeAppendix ExhibitC.

D. VOTER EDUCATION AND COMPREHENSION

In our deliberations, time and again we identifietier educatioras the most important issaad
overarchingbarrierto addres$or students and young people across Michi§garecommend a
significantamountof time andresource$ocuson campusvoter educationas well as education

10



efforts at the high school levéllisinformation lack of informationand confusion surrounding voting
procedure ishugebarrier foryoungvoters. Many students in the 2020 election will befirse
voters andsimply demystifying thevoting processould increase voter turnoamong this

population segmenfdditionally, recent changes in voting rights from ProposaBl8ake itcrucial
thatevenstudentavho were previously familiar with voting lavegse informedabouttheir rights.

Recommended Solutions
9 State Administrative Efforts

Provideconsistentmessaging We strongly recommend that the Department of State and

Bureau of Elections take a proactive role in disseminating standardized language and materials
about voting rightsMessaginghould bestudentcertric and distributed to universitiesd
collegesand clerks, allowindpigher education institutiorecross the state to provide students

with verified andstandardizeihformation.This messaging can loirculated for display in

clerk offices, universitisandcolleges, an@dditional public locations (e.qg. libraries,

community centers, town halls)

Online webpage The Department of State should create a website specific to youth voting.
This would be an effective way tirculatestandardizeéhformation and clarify common
misconceptions about voting as a studerirst-time voter more broadlynformationmay
includefrequently asked questions registrationi(e. voter registration addresses aad
insurance, school scholaips/aid,or health insurarg), the voting process, absentaxing
andother pertinentopicsfor students

Textinformation service The Department of State, in coordination with universities and
collegesshould set up a texeminderand informatiorservicefor student votersThis texting
servicemaysend text messages to students who subscribe, reminding them of approaching
important dates, such as the-tiay deadline for voter registration without additional residency
verification, the last day to submit AV ballot applications, and reminders up to and on Election
Day to visit the polls. This service would aisalude aftext for further informatiod f eat ur e
on voting proceduresike how to obtain an absentgeterballot. Subscriptiormethods for

this service should include email sigp and texfor-a-text optionsUniversities and colleges

should promote this texting service campus, online and in the community.

Returning citizen outreach Returning citizens are membersyofuth andstudent populations
andare eligible to fully participate in the democratic processs pbpulation isnegatively
impacted bymisinformationand confusioraboutther voting rights The Secretary dft at e 6 s
Office should coordinate with correctional facilities to ensurerétatning citizens are

equipped withproper identificationyoter registration and absenteming informationupon
releaseThe office should also promote public awareness surrouridéngbility of returning
citizens to check registration statusgister and vote.

Languageaccessibility Currently, in Michigan, ballots and Election Day materials are only
provided in three languages, designated as protected languages by the Federal Government:
English, Spanish and Bendallhe population of Miclgan is very divers and nany

Michiganders do not speak or read English as a primary langeagexample, Michigan is

home to the second largest Arabic speaking population in the United® Statdmallots are not
currently made available to voters inabic. Available languages shoul expanded, and
non-English ballots and education materiglouldbe provided uporequestregardless of
geographic locationVe recommend that the Legislature and Department of State work
together to allocate sufficient resources and capacity to facilitate this service.

11



1 Local Level Administrative and Legislative Efforts
Landlord obligations College students living offampusand

young people more broadiyeoftenrenters Municipalities
CASE STUDY should requirdandlords to distribute voter registration forms
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERS and votelinformation mateals to tenantsSeveral
municipalities across Michigan, including East Lan&ing
currently require landlords to provide voter registration

With the backing of MSU students
and East Lansing student groups,

the East Lansing City Council applicationsand informatiorto all tenants-
passed an ordinance in January, Ballot summaries Summary language should be included on
2019, requiring all landlords to the ballotto explainquestions. Ballot questions can often be
provide voter registration forms . . T
and information to new residents?2. confusing and verbose. Informatiorayalsobe missing,
The ordinance is aimed at misleading or ambiguoukaving student voters unsure and
increasing student voter turnout™. intimidated by the voting process. A standardized, plain
' B o language summary of ballot questions should be included
WELCOME '1'(;1 4 each ballotClearlanguage on ballotsould provide students
;’éi\?l LANSING with a clearer understanding of issues they arecrpl to
o e = decide While someballot languagés determined by local
- ~ o oadarSeb level election officialssuggestdplain languagend

definitionsmay beprovidedby the Secretary 8t at e 6 s

Office.
1 University Efforts

Uni versity i QantpaigosiThetaskifoecenighdytreeainmends thaniversities
and collegesreate robust efforsndii g et o ut tplomotional tampaignet vy | e
engage and educate studemighe voting proceswith links to educational resources
University leadership should teavily involved in these effort$he Michigan Collegiate

Voting Challenggresents an ideal opportunity for universities to both help educate students
and partigbate in a friendly competition

Online resources Universitiesshouldcreatea resource pag#evoted to educating students on
the voting processt should be featured on the school website or within a student aodal
provideinformation on how to register, how to obtairdaeturn arabsenteeoterballot, the
locations ofclerk offices and polling locations, the times and datesS$eatetary of State
mobile offices will be on campus, and the locations of drop baxgsersties should take
advantage oMichigan.gov/Vote and other state resouricesnsurecorrectand consistent
information For examples ofollege and university webpagesaturing online resources for
students, seAppendix ExhibitD.

Outreach touniquely impacedstudentpopulations Certain segments of the student
populationand young people more broadlseuniquely impactedby current identification,
registration and voting laws or misconceptidimesegroups,ncluding LGBTGQt persons
returning citizes, persons with disabilitieand outof-state studentsnayexperience
additional barriersiotencounteredby the genergbopulation Universitiesand collegeshould
reach out tahesestudent population®n an individual andtedent organization leveand
offer additionalsupport andesources.

12
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M Student Efforts

Civic engagemenstudentgroups. Peerto-peer CASE STUDY
RUTGERSNIVERSITY

education is critical to the succesdrafreasing voter
turnout on campuseStudents and student organization$ : —
should engage in thereation of angbromotion of voting Fe 5L FIE
and registration effortst is essential for coordination
andcooperation to take place between students and th
university or collegéeadershigo launch successful civic
engagement campaigtsincrease student voter turnout,
Thetask forcehighly recommendtheformation of a

non-partisanstudentorganization a eachcampus, if one An example of effective use of

does not already exist, responsible for encouraging student peer-to-peer education is
fellow students to engage in the civic procasd from Rutgers University during the
coordinatng with the administrationThis sudentgroup 2018RM'dterm| E'ec“é"_‘- Eﬁorts at
shouldwork with other student organizatioasd with utgers, located in New
o Brunswick, New Jersey, featured a
faculty and adminisatorsto educate anémpower sl ] esalliten s o
students to voteEducational events and planning coordinate the organization of
sessions should be hostud promoted on campus campus events, including a
. campus-wide civic engagement
Formore ideas on student events andoeesto-peer sumfnit e actiongmgn and
education effortsseesection V: Recommended Best several voter registration and get-
Practices. out-the-vote efforts. Events
included pre-Election Day
absentee vot epartiep a
E. STATEWIDE LAWS atthe po | | sEbectionrDay.
Certain barriers faced by students euerentlycreated byaws These efforts Cdont”bUted to a12%
and policies in place across the statee changing ofhese laws 'ngjtzzzn;;ine;'r\]’q%tg:etgrtgotf]teat
statewidewill increase studerd® n d y o u nagilitymoo t e 5014 Midterm Elections.

engagen thedemocratic process

Recommended Solutions

i State Administrative and Legislative Efforts

Preregistration Sixteen and seventegearolds who obtain their

d r i Jieemséasthe Secretary of Stasbould be preegistered to

CASE STUDY vote. Their voter registration would then take effect when they turn
The Impact of eighteenSeveral states currently allow preregistrafionvoters,
Preregistration including California'® Floridal® and Louisiand. Preregistration

SeaerrEieE et [Bule would eliminate some of thbarriers previously discussed for

University studying the students and young people, like satiag voter registration

impact of preregistration on residency verificatiori.

outh turnout rates found . . . .
};hat preregistration laws 17-year-old primary voting: Legislation should be passed to allow

may increase voter turnout 17-yearolds to vote in primary electionsovided they will be 18
by as much as 13%?8. years of agéy the general electiofhis is an additional step
Michigan could take to engage young voters and encourage them to

think that their vote matters.

Election Daystate holiday: Thetask forcerecommends legislation designatiBgctionDay
as astate holidayElection Dayis a public holiday in several states, including West Virgihia
New Jerse¥f, and Delawarg. This action would give studentgoung peopland all
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Michiganders more opportuyito visit the polls orElection Day increasing student and
overall voter turnout.

V. Recommended Best Practices

Beyond eliminatingroting barriers for students and young people, there are various steps that
stakeholders can take to increasgagement in voting and democracy. This section detaigsedest
practices for universities, administratanen-profit organizations, and students themseli@sspreathg
the word and helpg to engage students

A. COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY BEST PRACTICES

Followingtask forcececommendationgolleges and universities should creatampusspecific,
studenicentricpromotionaland educationalampaign to promote civic engagemantlincrease
student wter turnout Below are furtheactions universitieand collegesan take teducate and

engage students through poligiestreach angromotins

1 Policy and Programming CASE STUDY

Registrationduring orientation: Colleges and
universities shoulthtegrate voter registration into new
and transfer student orientation, as well as every
semester fAsign upod or #fc
university.

Syllabi: Class syllabus should include standard
information on voter registration, including voting and
poll worker recruitment information. Ségpendix , A
Exhibit B for example syllabus language. Northwestern University, located in

Voting Challenge:Colleges andiniversities should Evanston, llinois, integrated voter

.S . . . registration into student orientation
participate in nabnal and state level voting challenges and onboarding. This process was

such aste Michigan Collegiate Voting Challenéfe implemented in 2011 by

which includeghe nationaALL IN Challenge®. /otes ?2 an initiative aimed at
Framing voting as exciting, important and your chance| [ it

K ice heaiidand beat ival i launched by students and faculty
make your voice neanaan eat your rival In a at the University

competition- will energize and motivate students to Engagement. Going into
engage in our democraddditionally, schools will orientation, the student class of
receive recognition for their work in voter registration 2021 hafd a 39% voter rehg'Stfat'On
and turnout on their campusdministrators and students rate. After orientation, the same
S . student class had a voter
can learn more atlichigan.gov/VotingChallenge registration rate of over 96%2.

at ed

Participation irthe Michigan Collegiate Voting

Challengeentails authorization dfheNational Study on

Learning, Voting, and EngagemeitL\VE)®® to collect data on voter engagement on
campus. Campus voter and registration data will be shared with the campusseqtiost

and can be used to gauge the effectiveness-oaopus civic engagement efforts. There is no
cost to universities or collegés participate in NSLVE.

1 Promotional Campaigns

Get Out the Votenediacampaigns:Universities and colleges should engage student
organizations to create multimedia campaign pieces, including videos, podcasts and social
media postsUniversities and coliges should particularly focus outreach efforts on creative
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http://www.nuvotes.org/

messaging and fimeet i.ngSwd uaxetngd avdteirend hieryc lau
social media platforms (Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, Snapchat, Facebook), and advertising at

student socialthletic events. Student collaboration would be especially beneficial in

generating creative messaging.

For example, videos of the university president or {ggifile faculty and staff (professors,

athletic coaches, deanahd alumnicould be created taneourageparticipaton and raise
awarenessSeeAppendix ExhibitA for examples of studefreated multimedia for campus

voting campaigns.

Featurediversity: Universities, in coordination with students/student organizations, should
make a concerted effort to feature a diverse array of students in promotional voting campaigns
and materials to ensure outreach to different segments of the student populatiaysspl
student diversity should reflect the malge of the student bodincludingdemographic

makeup, academic programs, and political beliefs.

University and College Outreach

Specificoutreach: While universities and colleges should devasources to educating the

entire student body, certain student population segments may require additional attention and
resources. While these population segments may vary by campus, several populations and
outreach suggestions are listed below

0] First-time votersshould be given additional resoursesi c h as b asTioco voter
guides.Suggested resources could also inclstelentmadevideowalk-througts on
voting and regi sHowtt onrpgoestduan Gbsgnta
toregister6 v ot ed) .

0] Out-of-state studentswho hold a permaneriddressn another statdut attend
school in Michiganshould be provided with additional information from universities
and colleges regardingter registratiobeyond online voter registration, including
paper forms.

0] Returning citizens are members of student populations and should be given
additional resorcesfrom colleges and universities. Resources shepigtifically
target common misconceptions surroundiggistration andoting for those recently
released from correctional facilitieddditionally, colleges and universities should
provide outreachnd informationon voting rightsand resource® studentsawaiting
trial who have not yet been sentenced.

0] LGBTQ + students specifically transgender student populationay face
difficulties or hesitations to vote because of photaéDQuirementsUniversities and
colleges shouldprovide additional resources to LGBF®Qtudent populations
advisingonwhat may be used as identification at the pdiisormation should also
be distributedn recenly revisedpolicy in Michigart’ for changinghe sexindicator
on identification, as well agho to contact ithey encounter issues the pollge.qg.
elections@michigan.gyv

o] Students with disabilitiesshouldreceive personalized outreach from universities
and colleges regardirtgeir rights as voterspbility to vote absenteagccessible
registration facilitiesas well asvho to contact if they encounter issueg(
elections@michigan.gdv
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B. STUDENT AND STUDENT ORGANIZATION BEST PRACTICES

Students should coordinate with universitgscollegedo create campuspecifiG peerto-peer
educational campaigre increase campusterturnout Below are further actions students can
take to educate and engage their peers.

9 Student Organization and University Coordination

Campusevents Campusstudent civic engagemegtoupsandbr other student organizations
should lston-campuseventsto promotevoter awareness. Suggegeventsnclude
educatioml workshops, registration drives andting fipartieso Student organizations
sponsoring events could walk attendees thrardime voterregistrationthevoting process,
provide information on what documentation is requiedegister and voteyhich addess to
usewhen registeringand how to apply for an absentee ballot.

Working group: Students should coorrtfite with faculty and stafb promote student civic
engagemerdnd participation in democracy either formal or informal working groupSuch
efforts could includdringing a satellite office or polling place to camppasticipation in the
planning of a campaigigreation of social media content, distributing materials to local
businesses for displagndvolunteering to run polls ¢ | officek ahdnobile Secretary of
Statebranche®n campus.

9 Student State-Wide Coalition

A coalition of studentfrom institutionsacross Michigashouldbeformed to effectively
lobby statewide ouniversityand collegdeadership to makgolicy or programmatichanges
This coalition could also share best practiwesncreasing voter registration amdterturnout
among students.

1 Volunteering on Election Day

Students shouldontact their local clelks o f f i ¢ e tezomingapol workerora b o u't
ElectionDay. Student volunteer opportunities includenning or participating in a voter
registration drive, volunteering to work at
volunteering to work at thmobile Secretary ofSt a t Offieon campus.

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, there are many opportunities for improvement of student and youth voting in Michigan.
Interested stakeholders and partners should consider their role in alleviating barriers emgimtipg

best practices for youth and student votinilichigan andake actionWe, members of the Collegiate
Student Advisory Task Force, are committed to doing our part to advance these policies and programs
both at our home campuses and across the state.

While all recommendations contained in this document are impatangreas of improvement are

particularly noteworthy for election administrators, educators, and students alike. First, the imperative
need for effective and relevant voter education. If young people and students do not know their rights and
do not believe thatkir vote matters, any other reform, innovation, or program will be rendered
meaningless. Second, every higher education institution and every clerk who serves a college or
university should consider how to increase voting and voter registration throwgimmus efforts,

including orcampus polling locations, satellite clerk offices, and mobile Secretary of State branch offices
for voter registration.
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VI.  Appendix

Exhibit A: Examples of student created multimeii@ollaboration with university voting
Cammign§8’29’30’3l

Students on the Street | Are you Voti

University of Wisconsi§Madison

Katherine 'Cookie’ Rifiotis
Student Body President

ASU students explain why they vateNElle B AV = i at=ls ki g=X il s W= AN (OF - C-A

Arizona State University
LINK

«+xMY voice
my vote «»»

North Carolina A&T State Universit

Now
T2 CAROLINA VOTER MO TRATION aven

P woe - o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v€p05zHL QY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p05zHL

YO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EF0A7N1Uxrc

Exhibit B: Example of class syllabus language on voter registration and voting procedure information

Voting in Michigan

Register: Did you know you can register to vote and check your voter registration status at
www.Michigan.gov/Voté

Vote: In Michigan, you can vote absentieer vote from homé in any election. You can request your
abe ntee ball ot at Michigan. gov/ Vote (select A

Make a Difference: Sign up to work the polls on election day by contacting your local city clerk office
(find your clerk athttps://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Clgrk

For more information on registration and voting procedure, visit your campus resource [pasgetat
university voting information website] or www.Michigan.gov/Vote
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Exhibit C: Campus resolutioancouraging the allowance of excused absences for students who are
voting and the suspension of exams, presentations and majasgprojects on election day

A Resolution to Support a Statement Encouraging Excused Absences for Students
who are Voting and the Suspension of Exams, Presentations and Major In-Class
Plojects on Election Day

Dirafted by: Campus Vote Project Coalition (see back of resolution for list of membars) and REVCRMUT

Sponsored bv: SC7A Prasident, SGRA Vice-President, African Student Associstion, Makewp Gesks, Chsist
Ceneral Chodr, CMU Mindfulness Chob, Club Pompod, At History Club, Weslew Ecmp, Alpha Sizma Tae
Sororicy, Civil Discongze Sacizty, Phi Alpha Delra Pre-Law, CMU Swedent Affiliation of School Poychologist:
{SASP), Rotaract, Searistics Club, Humane Animal Treatment Sociery (HATE), Zea Theta Pi S=rvice Sorogicy,
Smdent Advocares for the Medical and Besponzible Use of Cannabiz, Smdent Advocates for Prizon Beform and
the Incarcerated, College Bepoublicans, Refuges Ouow=ach Collective, Srodant Envirommental Alliznces, Take Back
the Tap, The Organization of Women Leaders, Unitad Mations Accocistion at CRTT, Voices for Planned
Pzrenthood, Muozeom Smdies Club, On The Bop A Cappella, American Instinee of Profeszional Geologizis
Smdent Chapees, Era Sigma Gamma Health Edvcarion Honogasy

Background: Canfral Mickizan Unrversity encourages students to be achve crtizens, but many hava
clazsaz on elaction dav that have attendance policies, exams, presantations or other major in-class
assignments that defer tham from voting due o time constramts.

WHEREAS, =tudents can be registered fo vote i thewr hometown rather than in Mt Plaazant becauze
the State of Michizan only allows one principzl address

WHEREAS, the Zecretary of State’s webaite states, “a perzon who registars to vote by mail must vote
in person in the first alaction in which he or she participates™
WHEREAS, many Cantral Michizan Univarsity students mav have never voted before and will have

their first opportunity to vote as ciizens of lagal voting age during their tims at Central Michizan
Univeraity,

WHEREAS, =tudents may not ba able to travel to thes location where they are registered fo vote on
Elaction Diay; and some students may have class schedulez on Elaction Day that make it difficult to find
time to vote,

WHEREAS, long lines at the polls can require a lonzer peried of time for voting,”
WHEREAS, nationwide studants have stated that clazses on Election Day can prevent them from
voting,'

WHEREAS, Ceniral Michigan University’s Mission Statement meludes, “fostermg perzonal and
miallectual zrovth to prepare students for productive careers, meaningfil Irves, and responzibls
citizenship in a global society,™

WHEREAS, students should be encouraged at Central Michigan University to exercize their right of
citizenzhip without being penalized academically,

THEEEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Campus Vote Project Cealition supports the establizhment
of a statement that encourages the suspenzion of studant exams, prezenfations and major 1n-clasz projacts

'\http Swww.michigan. govieosD, 1607, 7-127-1433_87146_B726_47580-175870-- 00 hirnl

* http-werw mi govsesD 4670, 7-127-1633 8716 E728-21037—-.00.himl

! s wonw npr.org sections itsallpolitics 2013,/02/12/1 71 13524/ fixing-lonz-lines-at-the-palls-mayv-ha-harder-
than-you-think

 nttp: e chanews. comnews, Im-stodents-claszes-limit-voting-on-claction-day!

* ttps:wrww.cmich edw/about Pages aniversity_zoals.aspx
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Exhibit C continued

on Election Day (lmited to the Michigan Primary and the Wational Election Dayv, held the first Tuezday
aftar the first Monday in November) and exeuzad abzences for students who mizs class to vots.

Campus Vote Project Coalifion Membears:

Eathlean Gardner Director of Fesidence Life

Chernie Strachan Assistant Dean CHEBS

Dran Gaken Diractor of Leadership Institute

Bhame Camarena Dhractor of Honor: Program

Candice Sohrzak Student- FE

Aly=a Lucas Commumnication and Dramatic Arts Faculty
Llana BElmnshom, Dhiractor of Diverzity Education

Shaun Holfzraive Executive Director of Student Affairs

Jaka Hanricks SGA President

Landi Foza SGA Vice Prasidant

Theresa Turnar Lzanzue of Women Voters

Lara Eaizanan. Lzanzue of Women Voters

Jenmifer Drennm, Aszzistant Director of Voluntear Canter
Avma Whitman Student- FE

Tan Callhz=pn Grad Aszistant; EEV CAMU Adwvizor

Arng Dean Democracy Fellow

Wi, Walsh Democracy Fellow

Momma Bailev CWP Coaliion Co-chair, Professer Emenitus

Jodi Brookims-Fisher

CVP Coalition Co-chair, Profasser, HEC

20



Exhibit D: Examples otollege and university onlineoting and registration resource webpdg&s*3s

Northwestern University: NUVotes

VOTING IS A CORNERSTONE
N UVOtes of civic engagement.
That's why NU Votes exists to help students get

“T[s R L - . i . registered, get educated, and get to the polls
Northwestern’s comprehensive 50-state voter-registration hub
We're cultivating a commitment to active

citizenship, one student at a time

v check your registration status
+ register or update your registration

v request an absentee ballot

8 Register In Person
MR | (recommended)

Find out if you are Register or update Request an
registered. your registration. absentee ballot.

Can't remember if or where you are Use this form to update your If you will not be able to vote in
registered to vote? Start here: registration or to register to vote for person at your designated polling
the first time. place, you may want to request an
absentee ballot.

CHECK S S REGISTER REQUEST BA

www.nuvotes.org/

University oWisconsin- Madison Voter Information

VOTER INFORMATION

In collaboration with the Associated Students of Madison

ELECTIONS IN 2020 BE PREPARED TO VOTE.
HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW.
There are no remaining elections in 201g. The next

elections are: + Eligibility

Spring Primary Election: Feb 18, 2020 * What IDs are acceptable to vote?
Spring Election & Presidential Primary: April 7, 2020
Fall Primary: Aung. 11, 2020

+ Obtaining a voter-compliant ID card

Presidential Election: Nov. 3, 2020 * Registration

*+ Where do | vote?
In election days, polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8

p.m. You can register at the polls on election day. To

find out where you vote, click here *+ When are elections?

https://vote.wisc.edu/
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Exhibit D Continued

Duke Universitys Duke Votes

Duke Votes

+ Whatis my campus residential
address?

+ Whatis my on campus mailing
address?

+ What are the requirements for
registering?

+ What do | need to vote?

+ Where do | cast my ballot on
Election Day?

+ How can | contact the North
Carolina Board of Elections?

https://sites.duke.edu/dukevotes/ambassadc

Richland CollegeSReady. Set, Vote!

Dallas County Community College District)

Ready, Set, Vote!

I Richland College

DALLAS COUNTY COMMUMNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

Plano

Cuvv liton '
' ,
Garland _ '

E-

ML X

la Meshuite
9 Y..9

0P
9 | A

Helpful Voting Links
Like Options? Vote Early
Head to the Polls

https://www.richlandcollege.edu/services/on

’ng ' ' ' {552
2 quit
n Grand Prairie '
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